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a delicacy of treatment which might easily
have been spoiled -in a striving for the
melodramatic.
There are some fifteen stories in the collection.few of which should prove dull

to the most exacting reader. They achieve
a technical mastery without striving for
any ui nit: cunjis w 1111*11 uy nnrix u ano-

parency so often mar the effectiveness
of this form. If there is an occasional
surprise ending, it certainly does not shock
the reader's credulity. The book will please
any one who is searching for diversion and
is not averse to a slight strain of perfectly
logical adventure.

THE MYSTERY OF THE HIDDEN* ROOM.
By Marion Harvey. Edward J. Clode.
THE title of this suffices in itself as

indication of a certain merit, for
there is no better stage property for

a mystery story than an old house with a

secret chamber, whether it is to be peopledby ghosts or assorted villains. And

this title is too modest for there are no

less than three hidden chambers in the
house of the story, which is picturesquely
located at the upper -nd of N'ew York
1 near Broadway and Dyekman street, to
l>e exact) which is a truly romantic neighborhood.In fact. Riverside Drive has
come to be as dangerous a spot, in detectivestory fiction, as Chinatown. This
story is also fitted out with a super-villain;a very bad egg. indeed. The introductorymurder is nicely conducted. The
undesirable husband of the leading lady is
apparently found shot to death in his
study, and the lady Is caught with a pistol
in her hand, by her lover. The problem
is to prove that she didn't do it.
The suspense is excel>ntly kept up. The

right clew is honestly offered at the start,
and the very experienced reader will guess
correctly.in part.before he has gone far,
but he will also meet a genuine surprise
at the real climax in the unmasking of the
villain. The necessary super-detective is a

frank imitation of Sherlock Holmes, but is
very well done. The only real fault to
be found is that the author neglects to explainfully jufft what became of that stray
hundred and fifty thnmsnd dollars which
turns up. here and th?~c in cash. Probablythe villain had it in his pants pocket
when he passes out, b'lt it is really too
large a sum, even in these days, to b^
quite ignored. Otherwise, the pieces are
all carefully picked up at the end. A good
nnzzlcr.

THE JUNGLE OIHL. By Gordon Casserly
Edward J. Clode.

THTS Is the British equivalent for the
standard American Wild West yarn
Beside the lady and the tiger on the

Jacket there are other wild ladies and animalswhich make the stage center a highly
dangerous and busy place all the time.

- There is also a pleasant bea£t; the tame
elephant, Badshah. who acts as nurse to
two attractive babies. The others are not
so agreeable: wild boars, wild elephants,
tigers and a disturbing variety and abundanceof snakes. It is aptly said that the
"jungle is teeming with vivid threats."
Special mention should be made of the
lovely crocodile who almost pets the vil-
lainess: that is a movie stunt directed at
the great heart of the ' peepul," and it is
a bull's-eye shot. Nor will the not too
critical reader find much fault with the
author's style. A certain arid, chopping
statement of bare fact, the schematic presentationof human character in outline,
is really all that is needed by this type of
book. It begins with the popular and
naughty triangle situation, but the hero
is extricated from this with painstaking
morality and readjusted to a more satsfactorygeometric arrangement.

THE STONE IN* TTTK PATH T»«. a

Chapin. Puffleld and Company.
HE glamourous setting of sixteenth

I century Florence makes a splendid
background for this romantic tale

of unhappy passion. It is built upon the
not unfamiliar theme of the monk who
succumbs to earthly love and is duly pun-
ished for it.Abelard and Heloise. The unfortunateyoung man is also a painter, and
the girl is a daughter of a great Magnifico,
Messer Corso. It works out to the in-
evitable tragic end, with some little mystic
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relief as an epilogue. The theme is handled
with delicacy, fineness ot manner and no

little power at the dramatic moments. If
all the figures are a little conventional'
that is no doubt nearly inevitable in any
such attempt to revive the period. The
stern father is especially well done, though
ho is susnirimmlv mndprn in mimo nf his

mental attitudes. The best quality of the
book is its warmth of coloring. Its atmosphere.which is, perhaps, of the '"Never
never land" rather than actually of the
Florence of that date, but is none the less
delectable.

JOAN OF ARC OF THE NORTH WOODS.
By Holmat*-4iay Harper & Bros
IF one had never met this plot before

the story might be hailed as a good
thing, but it has been done so many

times, in the same way, that it calls for

something a good deal more than this

specimen has to make it palatable. Boardinghouse hash; the meal that has been
blessed too often. The old recipe of the
rival lumber interests, the very wicked,
bloated financier, the noble village hero,
the disinherited heiress, running around!
after each other in the "North Woods";
the girl mildly disguised, the financier
very crooked and the hero very nobte.
Hut Mr. Day does it very well.if it must
be done once more. His style is pleasant
and the machinery runs smoothly There
is plenty of action, which would film nicely.and each of the stock characters does
just what is to be expected of him.

SOWING AND RKAPING. By W. Burns
McGregor. Peter G. Boyle.

THIS is an interesting curiosity; a

prose descendant of Gifted Hopkins
and the Sweet Singer of Michigan

Its plot is a fairly good melodramatic affair,
of rivalry between two young men, ending
in shooting match in which nearly all
hands go off. like a bunch of firecrackers.
It Is dated a few years after the civil war.
in a border State. But the charm of it lies
in its manner and its diction, which ie that
of "Sandford and Morton"; a singular re- I
vival of an obsolete dialect. For instance. I
it .1 mninoiit of great dramatic stress when "

the woman has been rebuked for praying
she replies to her irate husband: "Your
rebuke is probably merited, and I feel myselfunable to argue against your cynicism.
However. 1 shall endeavor to bring up our

boy to reverence." and so on through page
after page of amazing orations.

TIMOTHY'S SECOND WIFE. By IsU May
Miiltlns. Fleming H. Revell Company.

THIS is made up of a sentimental religiosity.spread out rather thinly
but managed gracefully enough. It

Is the "romance of a Southern parsonage,"according to Its label, and has some

mildly humorous and pathetic touches, all
carefully presented in such a way as to
offend nobody's scruples or feelings. The
wife.number one.is greatly concerned
with her husband's future welfare, as she
expects to die, and she devotes much cogitationto thinking out what sort of woman
his second wife ought to be. How she
ultimately manages to meet the desired
ideal may be left to the reader to find out,
as it depends for what effect'it has upon
its surprise.

WHERE THE SEN SWINGS NORTH. By
Karrett Willoughby. G. P. Putnam's Sons.
AS a story of strenuous Alaskan adventurethis is much the usual

thing; a good specimen, with plenty
of excitement, fighting and heroism and
villainy, among miners, prospectors, canners.trappers and traders. But it is an

unusually vivid book in its descriptions.
and has life in its feelinsr for the wild
country which Mr. Willoughby tells us is
his "own country." There is a sincerity
and directness of impression in it that lift
it out of the rock. His villain is a very
heavy article, hut he makes you believe in
him. and he does pretty well with the
others, but the chief value lies in the ensemble,which effectively makes a picture.

t ' '//////////.'s V/S/* //;V//////. //////7/

\ Book Exchange
HIGHEST CASH PRICKS PAIP FOR COMpletelibraries and small lots of boohs. EncyclopediaBrltannica, II edition. Booh of Knowledge

and sets of standard authors parthulary wanted.
Calls made anywhere. THOMS £ ERON. Inc.,
34 Barclay st.. N. V. Phone 8062 Cortlandt.
UatMsall UtdwiMMtab '»W l '*;

UNDAY, NOVTLubKR 5, 19

You 7/ Enjoy Read

cviddv orn
oivirri

By
OWEN JOHNS

Author of "The Van

IN an over-serious age, a novel c

relaxation. If you enjoyed "To
or "The Varmint," whether you're j
you'll find Skippy and his friends c

The New York Herald says:
those rare cases where an author, b
vein, goes back to it again after m
ore than before."

The Philadelphia Public Led
Skippy if you ever knew a boy an<

and tangled age, the gorgeous
seventeen."

With illustrations by
ti-75 at all J

Boston LITTLE, BROWN &

THE TRAMPING
By SHEILA KA

A tremendous and absorbing n

young writer, whose "Joanna G<
the head of all present-day Enj
SHEILA KAYE-SMITH'S novels
Sinus; The four Roads; Tama
Harvest; and Joanna Godden.

At all bookstores. C< D F|I FPl
Prices net, postage extra. ®" *'»' * '

rSPELLBI
A new novel by the author

An absorbing story, true to life, fe

"An acutely intelligent study o

politics. It is a fourfold plot,
getber; an admirable piece <

* Herald
"Those who have read THIS
fail to read SPELLBINDERS.'
"A book with a big. fine pu
Hutchinson pleads for home a

business woman, Margaret B;
and home and children against
.Nashville Banner
"Mrs. Banning approaches frc
the ame problem that Mr. F
THIS FREEDOM.".Boston /

For Sale Everywhere $2jOO

=Margaret Cull
SIMON CALL

By ROBERT KEAB]
//mi mm /i. e

me moiner 01
Few books of this year are beii
The Sew 1'orfc Evening Post calls

best sense of that word."
Life: "A good book that deserves t

Philadelphia Ledger: "Strong and
will make most of its readers gasp a litt)
France themselves."

A'eir York Herald: "Well worth r

doubtedly veracious picture."
The Boston Herald: "A novel of re

and its matter."
The Boston Transcript: "His siti

exaggerated."
Price, $2.00, pos

E. P. BUTTON & CO., 681 Fi

i * 4 It fit * » I 14 ISM utst'Jtt itU<M

22. 15

eLle"^
ON

»
mini ff
>f pure humor is a genuine
im Sawyer," or "Seventeen,"
'oung or old, man or woman.
>f both sexes worth meeting.
"It is a fine story; one of
laving apparently deserted a

any years to strike a richer

ger says: "You will like
1 watched him in that fuzzy
je of sixteen merging into

Ernest Fuhr
Booksellers

i COMPANY Publisher.

METHODIST
lYE-SMITH
ovel by this remarkable

J 1 .-
lias pi«Lcu uci ai

glish women novelists.

include: A Challenge to
risk Town; Green Apple

Each, $2.00

roN & co. jit

NDERS=
of "HALF LOAVES"

rleu and fair to both sides

f the modern woman in
very skillfully put toofwork.".New York

r r\Lt-L#vJIVI tnould not
.New York WarU

rpose. ... Where
nd children against the
inning pleads for wife
the woman in politics."

>m another angle much
lutchinson discusses in
leraU

dn Bannlng=
ED PETER
LE. Author of

All Living"
ig so seriously discussed
it: "A significant' novel in the

o be widely read."
illummating. . . . Something that
e that is, if th y were not in

eading ... a graphic and un 1

distinction, both in its manner

rations are true, vivid and unitage

extra.

fth Avenue, New York

I


